SEFIRAT HA’OMER: HAPPY OR SAD TIME?
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1] Pesukim: Vayikra 23:15-22


What are the two functions of the period of Sefirat Ha”omer?  


Do either of them indicate any sadness?

2]  Gemara Yevamot 62b (copied)

3] Rambam, hil. Melachim 11:3

4]  Geonim: Otzar HaGeonim (copied)  


What term is introduced by the Geonim that affects the sad nature of the day?


What is the limitation of the sadness – according to the first source – and why?


Is this a real issur or a minhag – according to the second source?

5] Shulchan Aruch: siman תצג  - all


Mishnah berurah: all

6] Aruch HaShulchan – 493:1-4, 9 (copied)

7] Piskei Teshuvot p. 498-9 (copied)

7] Rav Lichtenstein’s article (English) on shaving during Sefirah

------------------------------------

Yechaveh Da'at 4:32.  
Piskei Teshuvot: vol. 5, pp. 296-300, 302

Minhagei Yisrael, vol. 1, pp. 

