דף לימוד – מעוז צור – משמעות ומסרRabbi Mordy Friedman – JLIC at UPenn, 2007

INTRO: Piyutim are very hard to understand.  In order to understand them you must know the pesukim that the Paytan was based on.  Therefore, to properly understand מעוז צור, we will have to go line by line, phrase by phrase, and to look up where in Tanach the author was taking those words from.  If we understand what they mean in their original context, then we will be able to understand and appreciate what was the intended meaning in מעוז צור.  To assist you, for each phrase or line I will tell you which pesukim to look up (sometimes you may want to understand the posuk in its context and feel free to use an English translation of Tanach – only do not use an English translation of Ma’oz Tzur because most are terrible.).  You may want to start with Stanza #4, for it is perhaps the easiest to understand because it is based on the Purim  story.

מעוז צור ישועתי – Tehillim 31:3, or Tehillim 28:8 
(who is being refered to)

תכון בית תפלתי – Tehillim 141:2, or Isaiah 56:7 
(what is בית תפלתי)

תכין מטבח – Isaiah 14:21



(what is מטבח)

מצר המנבח – Isaiah 56:10



(who is this refering to?)

רעות שבעה נפשי – Devarim 26:6,


(who is complaining?)

ביגון כחי כלה – Tehillim 31:11



(who?)

חיי מררו בקשי- Shemot 1:14



(what is being refered to)

מלכות עגלה – Yirmiyahhu 46:20


(who is the kingdom of עגלה?)

ובידו הגדולה – Shemot 32:11



(who is being referred to?)

הסגולה – Shemot 19:5




(who is the סגולה)

ירדו כאבן מצולה – Shemot 15:5



(what event is being referred to?)

דביר – Melachim Aleph 6:5, Divrei haYamim Bet 5:7    (what is it?)

נוגש – Iyov 39:7




(what type of person is this?)


ויין רעל מסכתי – Tehillim 60:5



(what type of action is this?


כמעט שעברתי – Shir HaShirim 3:4


(what does this mean?)


לקץ שבעים נושעתי – Yirmiyahu 25:11, 29:10

(what 70 year period is this?)

כרת קומת ברוש בקש – Isaiah 37:24


(what action is being done symbolically?)


אגגי בן המדתא – Esther 3:1



(who is this infamous villain?)


ונהיתה לו למוקש – Esther 5:13



(to whom is who a מוקש)


וגאותה נשבתה – Esther 3:5



(who’s pride?)


ראש ימיני נשאת – Esther 2:5, 6:10


(who is ימיני and what was done to him?)


ואויב שמו מחית – Devarim 25:19


(who’s name is being erased?)


רב בניו וקניניו על העץ תלית – Esther 9:10

(who’s children?)


חשוף זרוע קדשך
 - Isaiah 52:10



(who?)


וקרב קץ הישועה – Daniel 8:19



(what is קץ and what is הישועה?)


נקום נקמת עבדיך – Devarim 32:43


(who is עבדיך)


דחה אדמון – Bereishit 25:25



(what is אדמון)


בצל צלמון – Tehillim 68:15 



(what is this?)


הקם רועים שבעה – Micha 5:4



(what is this?_

II. The Main message:


What is the literary pattern? (how many stanza, lines…) 

Identify the main topic(s) of each stanza

What is spelled out by the first letter of each stanza?  (ראשי תיבות).

What is the point/main message of the piyut?

What is the connection to Chanukah?

III.  Compare different Siddurim’s versions of the last paragraph (חשוף)


How many differences and variants can you find?  Why were those changes made?


What is the original meaning and significance of the paragraph?
