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R. Huna stated: Who is regarded as an Israelite mumar? He who desecrates the
Sabbath in public.
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Our Rabbis taught: If at the present time a man desires to become a proselyte, he is to
be addressed as follows: ‘What reason have you for desiring to become a proselyte;
do you not know that Israel at the present time are persecuted and oppressed,
despised, harassed and overcome by afflictions’? If he replies, ‘I know and yet am
unworthy’, he is accepted immediately, and is given instruction in some of the
minor and some of the major commandments. He is informed of the sin [of the
neglect of the commandments of] Gleanings, the Forgotten Sheaf, the Corner and the
Poor Man's Tithe. He is also told of the punishment for the transgression of the
commandments. Furthermore, he is addressed thus: ‘Be it known to you that before
you came to this condition, if you had eaten fat you would not have been punishable
with kareth, if you had profaned the Sabbath you would not have been punishable
with stoning; but now were you to eat fat you would be punished with kareth; were
you to profane the Sabbath you would be punished with stoning’. And as he is
informed of the punishment for the transgression of the commandments, so is he
informed of the reward granted for their fulfillment. He is told, ‘Be it known to you
that the world to come was made only for the righteous, and that Israel at the present
time are unable to bear either too much prosperity or too much suffering’. He is not,
however, to be persuaded or dissuaded too much. If he accepted, he is circumcised
forthwith
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How do we accept proselytes? When he comes to convert from idolatry, and we
investigate him and do not find an ulterior motive, we say to him, “What did you see
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that you came to convert? Do you not know that Israel at this time is anguished and
discarded and beaten and afflictions beset them?” If he says, “I know and yet [ am
unworthy” — we accept him immediately.

And we inform him of the fundamentals of the faith, which are the Unity of God
and the prohibition of idolatry, and we discuss these matters at great length.
And we inform him of a portion of the light mitzvot and a portion of the severe
mitzvot and we do not discuss these at great length, and we inform him of the sin of
gleanings, and the forgotten sheaf and the corner and the second tithe, and we apprise
him of the punishment for [failure to perform] the mitzvot.
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Mishna. All Israel have a share in the World to Come, as it says, “And your nation is
entirely righteous, for all eternity they will inherit the land.” (Isa. 60:21). And the
following have no share in the World to Come: One who says that there is no
resurrection of the dead, and [one who says] that the Torah is not from heaven, and an
apikoros. R. Akiba added: one who reads uncanonical books. And also one who
whispers [a charm] over a wound and says, “I will bring none of these diseases upon
thee which I brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that healeth thee.” Abba
Saul says: also one who pronounces the divine name as it is spelled.

Three kings and four commoners have no portion in the world to come: the three
kings are Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh.

Gemara. “An apikoros”. Rab and R. Hanina both taught that this means one who
insults a scholar. R. Johanan and R. Joshua b. Levi maintained that it is one who
insults his neighbor in the presence of a scholar.
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When all these principles of faith are in the safe keeping of man, and his
conviction of them is well established, he then enters into the general body of
Israel, and it is incumbent upon us to love him, to care for him, and to do for him all
that God commanded us to do for one another in the way of affection and brotherly
sympathy. And this, even though he be guilty of every transgression possible, by
reason of the power of desire or the mastery of the base natural passions. He will
receive punishment according to the measure of his perversity, but he will have a
portion in the World to Come, even though he be of the transgressors of Israel.
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When, however, a man breaks away from any one of these fundamental
principles of belief, then of him it is said that he has “gone out of the general
body of Israel” and “rejected the fundamental [truths of Judaism].” And he is
termed a min and an apikoros and a kotzetz binitiyot, and it is obligatory upon us
to hate him and cause him to perish. And it is concerning him that the scriptural
verse says - Shall I not hate those who hate thee, O Lord?
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The first commandment is that He commanded us to believe in God, which is to

believe that there is Primal Cause which causes all of existence to act. This is the

meaning of the verse / am the Lord your God...

7. Nahmanides Gloss to Sefer ha-Mitzvot N1XN N11XN1N 1907 1”72N11 N1a0n
X MWD
MDTN AXR117...27710 2722 1130 ANIR 1IN K20 1112700 2027 "1'R1 071 22 1D1
101N 1R MWD? 11720 110 "D 17117772 ®R2K NIXN 177710 17110 'R0 112200 202120
1177121 T'N9IN21 MNIRA 1177 AR DTI0 ‘DI7 INIRMWRNA 111NN 22X WDl K20
MKRN R0 .177120N2 71107 X2 NXNT 17271 1IN0 01001 27D R0 11717072 11°2011
J11712 0720 11K "M1221 17229702 18?7 017 MK 01712 0020 1172 17 1M 0000
D 7101 MR 1701 12007 1INKN 1117430 013101 MRV "1921 17710 112210 N2279 10D
0J'717-R ™77 IR (0 T'WITR) MTNA P1T%2 ‘N IR 70 1°21 710 1127710 172 0790 'R
M1?7 X7 RT07 DIXN PIXRN DINIR TIRX1 10X
A 122P 071N NIR'S™M "M1271 0N22p1 27 70,
The Ba'al Halachot does not count include this in the count of 613. It seems that he is
of the opinion that the count of 613 mitzvot includes only decrees that God has
commanded us to do or prevented us to not do. But belief in God's existence, which
He made known to us through signs and wonders and revelation of the Divine
Presence is the basic priniciple from which the mitzvot were born, is not included in
the count...
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