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Noah's Flood: The New Scientific Discoveries About the Event that Changed History, 1999, a book by 
Geologists Dr. Willian Ryan and Dr. Walter Peterman from Columbia University, suggests a fascinating theory based on research indicating that Noah's flood was a local event that came about as follows: at the end of the ice age European icebergs began to melt. The floods that resulted from this melting turned a fresh-water lake into a sea - the Black Sea. A study published in 1993 presented findings that a local body of fresh water was flooded by salt water. The Bosphorus blocked the water from flowing out; but gradually a channel was formed, and about ninety days later the water broke through with great force. Analysis of various shells from the area indicate the existence a subterranean division line that was formed thousands of years ago. Ryan and Peterman's study also showed that melting of icebergs caused the level of the Mediterranean Sea to rise and water to flow through the straits of the Bosphorus. Scientists calculated that water flowed through the Bosphorus so fast that the size of the lake increased at the rate of one and a half square kilometers a day.

An expedition called Black Horizon set out in the year 2000 under the leadership of the well-known oceanographer Ballard (famed for his discovery of the Titanic) to substantiate the above flood theory with remains of findings from the bottom of the Black Sea. About 20 kilometers offshore from Turkey, near the city of Sinop, the expedition discovered a well-preserved structure that was thousands of years old. his finding adds greatly to our knowledge about life in the ancient civilizations of this part of the world. It appears that from time to time the ancient dwellers of this area had to relocate due to floods.

An article in National Geographic describes the operations of a submarine robot that was lowered into the sea to photograph the area. The photos reveal a rectangular area approximately 15 meters long and 4 meters wide into which a structure of wood and mortar had apparently collapsed. The findings from this site - carved wooden pillars, tree branches and stone vessels - are well-preserved. There is broad consensus among scientists that this study, publicized in the press the world wide, is conclusive proof of the historicity of the flood.

RAMBAN 6:19

It is known that there are innumerable creatures, some of them of gigantic proportions such as the elephant, the wild ox and the like. As for the creeping creatures upon the earth, they are very numerous; there  are innumerable species of birds and winged creatures…as well as untold pure birds. Now Noach was  bidden to include representatives from all of them so that they might perpetuate their species. But when sufficient food for all of them, food for an entire year, is gathered, then this ark, and not even ten more like it, could contain them all! Rather, what transpired was a miracle, for a limited amount of space was enough for all of them.

 Now one might say: that being the case, let Noach fashion an even smaller craft and rely upon a miracle! God, however, saw fit that the ark should be made very large so that the people of Noach's generation would see it and be astonished by its size. They might then converse about it and come to discuss the impending Flood, and thus perhaps be moved to teshuva. Also, Noach fashioned it large in order to minimize the reliance upon a miracle, for that is the way of all of  the miracles that are recounted in the Torah or in the Prophets: let man do what he is capable of, and the rest will be accomplished by the hand of heaven. Do not be misled to believe that the three hundred cubits of its length were measured in accordance with Noach's body and he may have been giant, for if so, then all of the other people would have been correspondingly large, and so too the beasts and birds, for such was the case until the earth was stricken by the Flood. Also, the cubits mentioned are the standard cubits of the Torah…
R. Baruch Epstein - Torah Temimah: 

"Regarding Babylonia receiving more rain than any other land in the world and being drowned by the flood, it should be noted that according to Tractate Zevahim, loc. sit., Babylon was therefore called Shinar, because all the creatures that perished in the flood were tossed (Heb. ninaru) there. It is a deep valley, and therefore is also called metzulah ('the deep')." In the mind of the Sages, Babylonia constituted the 'entire world'. This is evident in Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer (Horev ed., ch. 10, s.v. "be-shishi"): "... since all the creatures lived in one place, and seeing the waters of the flood, Nimrod became king over them, as it is said: 'the mainstays of his kingdom were Babylon, ...' (Gen. 10:10)."

2] R. Yonatan Eybeshutz - Tiferet Yehonatan 

ובצד אחד שלשת חלקי עולם אסיא אפריקא אייראפא ובצד השני העולם החדש הנקר' אמירקא וא"כ איך באו בני אדם לשם קודם המבול לעולם החדש בלא ספינה? ואת"ל דלא היה קודם המבול שם אנשים א"כ אף המבול לא ירד שם כיון שהוא ללא צורך.
