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CHAVRUSA: What can the Jewish 
community/rabbonim do to help 
the cause of campus kiruv? 

REK: Communal rabbis and institutions can put ef-
fort in to strengthening relationships with those of us 
professionals in campus work. We are lucky to work 
closely with the local rabbonim in Maryland, this 
helps ease the transition to campus and then later fa-
cilitates a smooth segue when they graduate into the 
Jewish community at large. By interacting with local 
rabbanim students feel motivated to take the learn-
ing and growing they do on campus with them when 
they graduate to become leaders of their Jewish com-
munity. The more educated rabbanim are as to the re-
alities of campus life, the more they can help educate, 
inform, and support their parents and students.  

RAH: A huge problem on campus is that it is nei-
ther fish nor fowl. The local community – Brookline 
in our case – usually does not see the campus as a 
real part of itself. At the same time, we have students 
from practically every Jewish community in the 
country. Those communities – though we are the 
lifeline for their children – do not see us as part of 
themselves either.  

Other rabbanim really need to talk to campus rab-
bis, both to understand the realities of campus life 
and also to communicate about specific students. 
The likelihood that I can engage a particular student 
goes up exponentially if I know who they are and 
something about them, if I can invite them to be a 
part of some thing individually. If I don’t even know 
who they are and the choice is up to them whether 
to come find me or not – well, that’s risky, and some-
times they’ll never even walk in the front door. 

Communication is key. No campus rabbi is look-
ing to woo students away from YU where they can 
take advantage of the beit midrash and very rich 
Jewish environment. But there are many students 
who are choosing to go to other colleges and we 
need to be able to provide for them. If CJF or Azrieli 
provided us with the names of students graduating 
high school and/or studying in yeshivot affiliated 
with the S. Daniel Abraham Israel Program, who are 
planning to go to BU, we can reach out to them. We 
may even be able to meet them in Israel to get them 
excited about continuing their learning on campus 
and, hopefully, begin to educate the yeshivot and 
their talented hanhalot about the virtues and chal-
lenges of American university life.  

RYS: What college students need is full-time rab-
bis living on campus with their families who un-
derstand them and are available to them. I credit 

the Orthodox Union with stepping up in creating 
the best model for this, the Jewish Learning Initia-
tive on Campus ( JLIC), which does exactly that. 
The problem is that even if there were four times as 
many orthodox rabbis on campus, we would still be 
under-serving our constituency dramatically. The 
community needs to understand that the rabbinic 
attention a person receives in college, when they are 
making life decisions, should be significantly more, 
not less, than when they were in high school or ye-
shiva in Israel.

CHAVRUSA: What can RIETS or YU 
do to help campus kiruv? 

 RYS: I think it would be beneficial if RIETS en-
couraged campus work as a first job to people fin-
ishing semicha. It broadens your perspective on Am 
Yisrael and the world, and reinvigorates your com-
mitment.

REK: RIETS can create and encourage a speakers 
bureau where roshei yeshiva, Kollel Elyon fellows 
or RIETS interns would be available to lecture or 
spend Shabbos on campus. Also stressing campus 
work as a calling for those students for whom it 
would be appropriate.  

RAH: I would love to see Kollel Elyon fellows travel-
ing to campuses – or over satellite – to teach and give 
shiurim as well as RIETS-organized y’mei iyun for 
and by campus rabbis. I also think Torah Tours should 
come to campus as they would to any other kehilla. It 
would also be great if there were grant money avail-

able to college campus professionals to help ignite 
innovative programs. But I think the most important 
thing is a national awareness of the need for sustained 
attention to this area of Jewish life. JLIC has taken the 
first steps in developing a “shita” for making college 
a place where Orthodox students turn on instead of 
dropping out. Let’s not stop there.  n

Rabbi Avi Heller’02 is the director of Jewish education at the 
Florence and Chafetz Hillel House at Boston University. Rab-
bi Heller also acts as Rabbi and co-rav hamachshir for kosher 
dining at BU Hillel and as a university chaplain for BU. He 
and his wife Shira will be JLIC campus educators at BU Hillel 
for the 2007-2008 year as well. After graduating Boston Uni-
versity in 1997, Rabbi Heller worked for a year in the Hillel 
International Center in Washington D.C., where he had the 
opportunity to visit Hillels all over the country. Prior to com-
ing to Boston, Rabbi Heller was the director of the Community 
Kollel in Boca Raton, FL where he also functioned as Rabbi 
and spiritual leader of a new (and rapidly growing) synagogue 
in West Boca. 

Rabbi Eli Kohl and his wife Naomi serve as the Torah Educa-
tors at the University of Maryland’s  Harriet Seif Jewish Learn-
ing Initiative on Campus (JLIC) program. Rabbi Kohl has seen 
much success using his innate musical talents and love in reach-
ing youth of all ages. He has taught kindergarten at RAMAZ, 
was beloved as an NCSY advisor in New Jersey Region and 
served as a camp counselor in camps on three continents.

Rabbi Yehuda Sarna ’02R currently serves as rabbi of the 
Bronfman Center for Jewish Student Life at New York Univer-
sity and its JLIC Educator. While still at Yeshiva, he co-found-
ed Eimatai, a leadership training program for high school stu-
dents, Mimaamakim: Journal of Jewish Art, and Nachalah: 
The Yeshiva University Journal for the Study of Bible. Upon 
ordination, Rabbi Sarna joined the Bronfman Center to work 
primarily with the growing Orthodox community, which has 
since tripled in size, becoming the largest such community at 
any private university.
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